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Familie  Pavia  Stornheimer. 


'Tah/e  6 f) 


Ai^s 

V er:  David.  Sternheimer  ( . S . v . J osei“ ) 

Geburt:  1.5.  1862  in  Viernheim 

Tod:  lo.5.  1934 

Mutter:  Jettchen  geborene  Herzfeld 

Geburt:  2o.4-.  187o  in  Höchst  i.O. 

Heirat : 2o.4-.  1896 

Die-  Mutt  er  -wurde  -194-2  -von  den  Uazis  verschleppt — _ 

und  194-5  von  dem  Amtsgericht  Lampertheim  für  tot  — 
erklärt . 

Kinder: 


1.  Hugo  Sternheimer,  geboten  5o. 5-1897  in  Viernheim 

war  verheiratet  mit  Elsa  geb.  Haas  aus  riannheim 
-1932  wieder  geschieden- 
wurde mit  seiner  Mutter  194-2  von  den  Nazis  ver-_ 
schleppt  und  194-5  von  dem  Amtsgericht  Lampertheim 
für  tot  erklärt. 

-Er  hartrte  bei  der  Mutter  in  Vhm  aus- 

2.  Else  Sternheimer.  geb.  5o.5.  19o2  in  Viernheim 

Heirat  24-.ll.195o  mit  Ludwig  Y/eißfeld, 
wohnhaft  1934-  in  Elberfeld,  Sternstraße  34- , 
Auswanderung  i937  nach  New  York 

3.  Moritz  Sternheimer,  geboren  11.12.  19o3  in  Viernheim 

Auswanderung  1935  nach  Buenos  Aires 

1 

4-.  Hermann  Sternheimer.  geboren  9.1.  19o5,  war  ver- 
heiratet mit  Frieda  Lion 
1935  ausgewandert  nach  Buenos  1 
Aires-  : 


David  Sternheimer  betrieb  hier  eine  Eisenwaren- 


Mai  1977 


Vater;  Moses  St^rnheimer 

Geburt:  13.  9.  1810  in  Viernheim 
Tod:  lo.  3-  19ol 

Mutter:.  Babette  Bendheim  aus  Auerbach 

Heirat:  11.  8.  18§2  in  Auerbach 

% 

(Am  8.8.184-2  beantragte  der  Bräutigam  bei  dem  Kreisamt 
die  Genehmigung  zur  ’’Tanzmusik"  bei  der  Hochzeit) 


Kinder:  -nach  den  Viernheimer  Judenmatrikeln- 

1.  Mayer  Stemheimer,  geboren  6.  8.  184-3,  gestorben  184-3 

~2.  Auguste--—  " 2o.  1.  1843,  verheiratet 

- 1868  mit  David  Bluhme  in 

Abraham  - --  Rheingönheim 

3.  Ga$%a  " . 11  15.  2.  1847,  Heirat  in  Brucl 

sal 

4.  Gutta  (Gutha)  " 15-  lo.  1849,  verheiratet 

mit  David  Bär  in  Weinheim 


Abraham 

3.  Ga$%a  " 

4.  Gutta  (Gutha) 

I 

5-  Anselm 

6.  Hannchen 

7.  Rosa 

8.  Jette 

9.  Isaack, 

10.  Leopold  * 

11.  David 


4.  4.  1350  , ledig  + 

15.12.  1851,  verh.  mit  JoseJ 
Eiodifeld  in  Rockenhausen 
9.9.  1855,  verh. mit  Moritz 
Brück  in  Obermürschel/Pf alz 

11.3»  1855,  verh.  mit  Berth, 
Bär  in  Untergrombach 

3o.6.  1857  Heirat  in  Alsenz 

18.12.1859 

1 . Mai  1862 
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A N S H E J RHENUS 


A Chronicle  of  Jewish  Life  by  the  Rhine 


Anshej  Rhenus,  Hebrew  for  "people  of  the  Rhine,"  a term  us-d  by 

fnd  Ä J e-S  li°a  the  Hear  East  for  «*ir  brethren  they  foh  ä fa^inr 
centSy?  S ln  e Franklsh  lands  by  the  Rhine  in  the  3th  and  9th 

(leÄTÄ'wb'  U^Jfie-Sr  f-OCl  Sh°rtly  after  the  Years ' War 

L haf,last  Jews> 

of  southwest  Germany,  namely  in  the  northern  part  of  the^^^Sne"116* 

*s£ggr 

v 5S  S atÄTÄ 

revenue-producing  subjects.  0 3ave  ^neir  best 

Most  of  the  above  region  belonged  at  that  time  to  -ehe  Kumfalz 

ST 

^ . . piOopcreu.  These  territories  were  divided  into  tb« 

Grand  Duchies  of  Baden  and  Hessen  in  n-p  „-in  4.-  ~ 

time,  the  ruler-  of*thn  t “ 1003 * 01  a-U  tne  German  states  of  this 
first  relief.  1 d tX  the  Napoleonic  rule  brought  them  their 

ttajr1ilvK?rt! ’vei? VZ^  Cftlzens  °f  the  stetes  »unicipalities 

of  jhe  soyeÄer  £25  3 

>/ 

* l 


Such  Jews  were  called  Schutzjuden-  (protection  Jews)  and  were  permitted  to 
reside  in  a territory  for  a limited  time:  five  to  six  years  in  the  l6th, 

twelve  years  in  the  17th  and  twelve  to  twenty  years  in  the  18th  century. 
Their  numbers  were  also  limited:  300  families  for  the  Kurpfalz  in  1744, 

200  families  for  Mannheim  in  1765,  and  500  families  for  Frankfurt  until 
1837.  Those  concessions  could  be  revoked  by  the  ruler  for  individuals 
and  these  had  to  }.eave  the  country  within  a year.  Expulsion  was  the  fine 
for  non-payment  of  the  Schutz-tax  (26-30  fl.  annually).  This  residence 
right  was  granted  to  only  one  of  the  children  who  could  stay  and  marry 
in  the  territory  but  only  after  a son  had  reached  his  24th  and  a daughter 
her  21st  birthday.  This  was  later  changed  and  parents  had  to  prove  that 
they  gave  a 600  f 1 . dowry  to  the  first  and  a 1500  f 1 dowry  to  each  other 
child  when  they  applied  for  their  Schutz-rights . When  leaving  the  state 
the  Schutz-tax  had  to  be  paid  for  another  year. 

2.  Their  FREEDOM  OF  MOVEMENT  was  also  limited  and  they  had  to  buy 

and  carry  with  them  at  all  times  when  traveling  their  "Taschengeleitsbrief , " 
a ’Jewish  passport'.'  With  this  passport  they  could  stay  in  one  place  for  a 
day  and  two  nights  only  (l6l8).  Even  the  movement  of  their  dead  had  been 
regulated  and  only  in  1784  a concession  permits  the  Kurpfalz  Jews  to  lay 
out  cemeteries  anywhere  and  also  bury  their  dead  outside  the  country. 

From  1695-1809  laws  enforced  in  Hessen  demanded  that  snyagogues  be  located 
off  any  main  street,  not  facing  any  thoroughfare  and  not  near  public  build- 
ings, and  "the  praying  must  be  quiet  and  withe  t any  undue  noise  and 
shouting. " 

3.  Another  "traveling-fixture"  was  the  LEIBZOLL  (body  or  head  tax) 

introduced  in  the  Middle  Ages  when  Jews  were  under  the  direct  protection  of 
the  German  emperors  and  paid  them  a special  protection  tax  while  traveling. 
This  protection  later  stopped  but  the  tax  rear\ined,  and  developed  into  a 
custom-duty  like  that  on  cattle  and  other  goods  and  had  to  be  paid  at  every 
custom-barrier  on  the  borders  of  the  many  small  states  of  that  time.  The  . 
"Churfuerst  Mayntzische  (Mayence)  land-roll  or  1694"  lists:  honey,  hops, 

wood,  and  Jews  (10  Kreutzer  per  person),  lime,  cheese,  coal,  etc.  as  goods 
passed.  Even  beggars  had  to  pay.  In  17Ö5,  9>74l  fl.  were  collected  as 
Leibzoll  in  Kurmainz.  It  was  abolished  in  1744  in  Kurpfalz,  but  in  force 
until  the  French  invasion  in  1798  in  Kurmainz.  In  1776  the  then  already 
famous  Moses  Mendelsohn  in  entering  Dresden  was  asked  to  pay  the  Leibzoll 
rate  as  fixed  for  "a  Polish  bull." 

4.  Another  remains  of  the  Middle  Ages  was  the  JUDEHFLECK  (Jew  badge), 
a yellow  ring  of  cloth  worn  on  their  clothes.  It  was  introduced  in  Europe 
in  1530  to  mark  Jews  for  discriminatory  purposes.  The  Electors  of  the 
Kurpfalz  ordered  their  Jews  to  wear  it  in  cities  and  towns,  and  it  was  first 
abolished  in  Mannheim  in  1691. 
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5.  Jews  also  had  to  pay  FEES  for  circumcision,  weddings,  burials,  and 
sacramental  wine  and  to  the  gentile  inhabitants  of  their  municipalities  for 
water  and  pasture  (this  latter  refers  to  their  single  municipal  right 
"occasionally  to  pasture  a cow  on  the  roadside").  In  the  County  of  Hessen- 
Darms  uaat  Jews  could  buy  real  estate  with  the  ruler’s  consent  only.  A 
retraction  right  by  Christians  in  real  estate  deals  with  Jews  was  enforced 
until  1774  for  am  unlimited  term  and  gradually  reduced  to  30  years  until 
I0O5  and  abolished  in  1812  only.  Other  Hessian  special  taxes  for  Jews  were 
the  fair-,  silver-,  wax-,  feather  quill-  and  horse-  taxes,  and  presents  to 
he  sovereign  at  his  ascension  to  the  throne.  A Kurmainz  order  of  1767 
demanded  each  Jew  to  deliver  within  four  months  150  feather  quills  for  the 
court's  use  as  writing  pens.  In  1744  another  order  said:  "that  the  Jews 
are  obliged  to  accept  the  old  worn-out  horses  of  the  prince's  stable  and 
to  pay  for  the  upkeep  of  some  horses."  In  1715  Hessian  Jews  paid  3,00  fl. 
for  the  upkeep  of  the  court's  hunting  dogs.  Besides  these  special  taxes 
Jews  had  to  pay  all  ordinary  state  taxes  and  war  contributions  like  gentiles. 

6.  Jews  were  also  restricted  in  their  PROFESSIONS:  their  limited 

residence  rights  and  real  estate  restrict ions  ruled  out  agriculture  and 
manufactures.  The  following  description  of  economic  conditions  of  th°se 
times  by  Hessian  state  minister  Dulhiel  in  1809  gives  a good  picture:"  He 
stresses  the  great  competition  amongst  Jews  as  they  all  had  to  live  by 
trading.  Di  the  cities  the  powerful  guilds  did  not  let  them  carry  on  any 
° ,he  handlcra^i  and  most  trades.  They  were  not  allowed  to  accept  mortgage 

V the^at??  I?W1?  f°r  s * 101  the  country»  living  amongst  the  poor  peasant^, 
^ butcher  A??  Wa*  thf.  n?st  comnion>  with  some  small  store  keepers  and 
, ^er  paying  their  special  and  common  taxes  not  much  remained 
or  he  upkeep  of  their  often  large  families  and  compared  with  the  income  of 
a common  farm  worker  many  Jews  earned  less. 

Most  of  our  forefathers  were  living  in  rural  towns  and  villages  and  their 
occupations  were  closely  related  to  the  trading  in  manufacturing  and-af ter 

Spi^W+hPernLLt^e?+JWS  t0  OWn  and  operate  agricultural  lands— also  in  pro- 
ducing the  specialty  crops  growing  in  the  mild  climate  of  that  area:  tobacco 

* ^+^te??lve  llvestock  industry  was  required  to  keep  up  the 
feitility  of  this  highly  developed  agriculture  and  many  of  our  forefathers 
were  engaged  as  cattle  dealers.  oreiauners 

ofernöre  UberSS^w?d  tradeS“en  311(1  fellow  men-"  the  first  sign 

at  lS^tCnartCo?a^°ni  °f  Germ£my  (l794-l8l3)  under  Napoleon  brought 

n-r  f th  llboroy  and  equallty  of  the  French  Revolution  to  the  Jews 

ordprpfi  berribory‘  l8o8“09  the  newly  founded  duchies  of  Baden  and  Hessen 
Il  tndt?r  t0  resister  at  government  offices  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
°n  a ?er?aiae?  f-amily  name*  ^ to  this  time  Jews  had  usually  put 

stai+J* ^ J.  nam®  of  that  of  thein  father.  The  "educational  period" 

started,  the  state  making  the  granting  of  citizenship  rights  to  Jews 

■ W . 
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dependent  upon  certain  changes  in  their  education  and  professions.  They 
must  know  how  to  read  and  write  German  (up  till  then  many  knew  Yiddish  only). 
They  must  not  engage  as  peddlers,  brokers,  usurers,  or  as  pawn  brokers. 
Merchants  must  have  4,000  fl.  capital,  200-1,000  fl.  if  artisans,  farmers, 
or  professionals.  Others  remained  Schutzjuden  till  final  enamcipation. 
Education  in  Christian  state  schools  was  recommended.  In  1798  when  the 
Baden  Church  Council  had  first  advised  to  accept  the  Jewish  children  in 
Christian  schools  uhey  specified:  "but  special  benches  must  be  given  them, 

because  they  seldom  observe  the  cleanliness  customary  to  Christians  and  even 
more  seldom  can  they  get  rid  of  or  hide  their  typical  odor."  This  segre- 
gation was  actually  enforced  in  Hessen,  when  the  first  Jewish  children  of 
Reichelsheim  where  my  mother's  forefathers  lived,  were  admitted  to  the  public 
schools.  State  school  education  for  Jews  was  finally  enforced  by  law  in  l0l5 
in  Baden  and  in  1823  in  Hessen. 

Shortly  after  Napoleon's  expulsion  a reaction  against  these  new  freedoms 
set  in.  In  l8l9  there  were  anti-Semitic  disturbances  in  many  cities,  among 
them  Mannheim  and  Heidelberg.  Schutz  taxes  were  abolished  in  1815  and  all 
other  special  contributions  in  1828  in  Baden.  In  1829  the  Jewish  community 
of  Offenbach  (Hessen)  applied  for  the  abolishment  of  the  Jew  Oath,  which  had 
been  introduced  in  1555,  and  repeated  their  application  in  1834  without 
success.  This  oath  had  to  be  performed  in  the  courts  by  Jews,  clad  in  shrouds, 
cursing  themselves  twelve  times  in  blasphemous  language.  As  late  as  1831 
Church  Councillor  Dr.  Paulus,  Heidelberg,  published  a booklet  against  the 
\ granting  of  citizenship  rights  for  the  Jews,  demanding  that  as  long  as  Jewry 
\ wants  to  remain  Jewish  in  the  "rabbinical-mosaic  way"  they  should  not  obtain 
such  rignts  v/iohin  another  nation,  as  its  religious  object  is  to  remain  a 
separate  nation. 

The  1848  revolution  brought  equality  laws  for  the  Jews,  but  also  anti- 
Semitic  disturbances  in  Mannheim,  Heidelberg,  and  some  villages.  The  l850's 
brought  the  revocation  of  nearly  all  the  equality  laws  and  in  1862  only, 
full  emancipation  and  citizenship  rights  were  granted  Jews  in  Baden  and 
Hessen.  But  discrimination  continued,  especially  against  officers  in  the 
army- -the  navy  was  judenrein  (had  no  Jews  )--and  officials  and  in  social 
life.  In  1901  the  Jews  of  Hessen  complained  to  the  Hessian  legislature 
that  only  such  applicants  of  the  Jewish  faith  for  the  offices  of  judges  and 
prosecutors,  as  were  willing  to  be  baptized,  were  considered.  The  answer 
of  the  minister  of  justice  was : that  he  had  to  take  into  consideration  the 

moods  of  the  population,  especially  that  of  the  rural  areas. 

In  World  War  I_.£L9l4-l8)  though  Jews  fought  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
their  gentile  compatriots  and  many  had  volunteered  and  thousands  died  on 
the  battlefields,  anti-Semites  succeeded  in  having  the  array  institute  a 
census  of  Jewish  soldiers  to  establish  their  proportion  of  front-line 
fighters . 
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Jews  throughout  Germany  enjoyed  their  greatest  tolerance  and  equality 
under  the  Y/eimar  Republic  (1918-33), ' but  even  in  this  period  anti-Semitic 
agitation  was  present  in  schools,  universities,  and  public  life,  especially 
at  election  time,  and  finally  brought  back  the  Middle  Ages  for  German  Jews 
and  their  extermination  under  the  Nazis  (1933-19^5)* 


THE  KAUFMANN  AND  STERNHEIMER  FAMILIES  IN  VIERNHEIM 


Viernheim  is  situated  10  kms  from  the  large  city  of  Mannheim  on  the 
Eastern  side  of  tl*e  Rhine  in  the  middle  of  the  flat  plain,  bordered  by 
the  river  and  Bergjestrasse-hills . It  was  formerly  a small  peasant  village 
surrounded  by  its  fields  and  the  large  forest.  Its  soils  consisted  chief- 
ly of  poor  sands,  causing  frequent  crop  failures  in  dry  years,  but  it  was 
well  suited  for  the  growing  of  tobacco  which  thrive;  in  its  warm  summer 
climate,  and  land  was  therefore  highly  priced.  Land  was  too  dry  - - - 
there  was  no  flowing  water-course  in  the  entire  area  - - and  too  expensive 
for  cattle  breeding.  This  was  the  reason  for  the  success  of  many  gener- 
ations of  Kaufmanns  and  Sternheimers  in  the  cattle  business.  Livestock 
keeping  was  essential  to  ma.Lntain  the  fertility  of  the  poor  soil,  and  our 
forefathers  brought  well-bred  young  milking  stock  at  low  prices  from  the 
meadows  of  the  nearby  Odenwald  Mountains  and  exchanged  it  for  the  worn-out, 
fattened  milk  cows  of  the  Viernheim  peasants  and  those  of  the  surrounding 
villages,  for  which  they  fcund  a ready  sale  at  the  Mannheim  cattle  market. 

The  political  and  social  life  of  Viernheim  was  always  dominated  by  the 
overwhelming  Catholic  majority  and  the  great  influence  of  their  Church, 
which  even  up  to  my  time  kept  up  certain  medieval  prejudices  against  Jews, 
on  Good  Fridays  and  the  holiday  of  Corpus  Chri.’.ti,  when  passing  Jewish 
houses,  Christian  worshippers  were  directing  angry  and  accusing  eyes  at 
the  inhabitants . On  Easter  Saturday,  boys  brought  heavy  sticks  to  the  morn- 
ing services,  erecting  piles  in  the  church  yard,  and  set  fire  to  them.  The 
priests,  then  sprinkling  holy  water  on  the  piles,  gave  their  blessings, 
after  which  the  boys  grasped  the  charred  sticks  and  running  home,  knocked 
them  against  the  shutters  and  doors  of  Jewish  homes,  shouting  the  Jew  was 
burned.  This  custom  was  kept  up  by  the  clergy  and  still  in  force  in  1948, 
as  described  in  a chronicle  of  the  city  of  Viernheim.  The  author  claims 
it  to  be  connected  with  the  Judas  legend  of  the  liturgy.  But  it  always 
reminded  me  of  the  medieval  pyres  for  Rhenish  Jews. 


How  early  Jews  lived  in  Viernheim  is  uncertain.  Lists  of  Jewish  settle- 
ments in  Kurpfalz  to  which  Viemheim  belonged  at  that  time  (1548-1550)  do 
not  mention  the  place.  But  Jews  from  Viernheim  were  among  the  first  settlers 
invited  by  the  Elector,  Karl  Ludwig  of  Kurpralz  to  help  rebuild  his  destroyed 
City  of  Mannheim  after  the  Thirty  Years  War.  One  was  Joseph,  born  in 
Viernheim  ca.  l600.  His  son  Jakob  Viernheim,  born  in  lo30  in  Viernheim,  is 
mentioned  in  I69T  4«  living  in  Neu-Mannheim.  If  there  was  any  relationship 
between  the  above  Joseph  and  Jakob  and  latter  Kaufmanns  and  Sternheimers 
could  not  be  established;  though  the  oldest  known  ancestor  of  the 
Sternheimers,  born  1640,  also  bears  the  name  Joseph,  and  the  name  Jakob 
was  the  origin  of  the  family  name  the  Kaufmanns  adopted  in  1809.  The 
chronicle  reports  of  the  terrible  times  in  the  Thirty  Years  War,  most  of 
Viernheim' s houses  were  burned  down  by  the  Swedish,  French,  Bavarian  and 


* * 


V~~ 


Austrian  invasions.  In  1635  a.  plague  epidemic  killed  many  inhabitants 
and  for  a few  years  the  village  was  entirely  deserted,  its  inhabitants 
having  fled  for  greater  safety  to  the  hills  of  the  Bergstrasse. 


The  oldest  known  ancestor  of  the  Kaufmann  family  is  Rabbi  ELIESER 
ha  Levi,  bora  ca.  1620,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  register  of  graves  and  on 
the  tombstone  of  his  son  Sander  in  the  Jewish  district  cemetery  of  Hemsbach 
on  the  Bergstrasse'.  This  cemetery  was  founded  in  l660  and  all  the  eight 
generations  of  our  Viernheim  forefathers  down  to  my  Father  are  buried  there. 
The  cemetery  is  most  beautifully  situated.  A field  road  through  a side 
valley  of  the  Bergstrasse  accompanied  by  a gurgling  creek,  that  used  to 
drive  water  wheels  of  old  flour  mills,  leads  to  a steep  slope  with  beech 
woods  and  brambles  crowding  in  on  it  from  two  sides.  From  far  one  can  see 
the  oldest  part  with  its  crumbling  tombstones.  This  place  symbolized  in 
its  best  meaning  the  expression  used  by  German  Jews  for  their  cemeteries : 

"Der  Gute  Ort"  (The  Good  Place). 

The  title  in  Rabbi  Elieser's  name  was  not  necessarily  a description  of 
a profession,  but  a title  given  to  laymen  well  versed  in  Jewish  scriptures 
and  to  such  persons  who  excelled  in  pious  conduct,  charity,  or  public  works. 
Ha  Levi  means  that  he  was  a descendant  of  the  tribe  of  Levi.  A document  from 
the  Viernheim  Jewish  archives,  dated  1705,  mentions  a Schutz jude  Leser.  It 
states : the  two  lodal  Schutzjuden  Aaron  and  Leser  declare  that  they  are 

willing  to  pay  annually  6 fl.  to  exempt  them  from  billeting  of  troops,  both 
- in  war  and  peace.  The  court  granted  their  application. 

Rabbi  Elieser’s  son  Sander  (Alexander),  bora  ca.  1650,  is  mentioned  in 
a Jewish  tax  list  kept  in  the  state  archives  in  Wuerzburg  as  one  of  the  Jews 
living  in  Viernheim  in  1687  under  the  protection  of  the  Elector  of  Mayence. 
Another  document,  the  minutes  of  the  Mannheim  city  council  of  January  12, 
1686,  states:  Jud  Sander  from  Viernheim  accuses  Daniel  Petitjean  that  he 

owes  him  7 fl.  and  3 raalter  rye  as  arrears  for  a pair  of  oxen  sold  him  two 
years  ago.  Defendant  had  until  Easter  to  pay,  and  until  after  harvest  to 
deliver  the  grain.  A record  of  the  Viernheim  .council  dated  1697  mentions 
as  a contributor  to  the  "Voluntary  Tax":  Sansier  Judt.  The  Kurrainz  tax 

rolls,  which  start  in  1700,  mention  Sander  as  a Viernheim  Schutzjude  with 
an  annual  tax  payment  of  10  fl.,  from  1700  to  1720,  after  which  date  he 
was  exempted.  This  exemption  proves  that  he  was  a regular  taxpayer  for 
forty  years.  The  1730  list  does  not  mention  him  any  more;  he  must  have 
died  in  the  meantime.  His  date  of  death  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Hemsbach 
grave  list,  probably  because  it  could  not  be  deciphered  any  more  on  his 
tombstone.  Howeve#,  the  list  mentions  the  name  of  his  wife,  JENTE,  who 
died  on  the  10th  of  Adar,  5^99  (Feb  18,  1739)» 

Viernheim  was  spared  any  serious  damage  by  the  invasion  of  the  French 
Army  of  Louis  XIV  into  this  region.  In  1674,  General  Turrene’s  troops 
passed  through  Viernheim  and  the  population  suffered  long  and  costly 
billetings  and  war  contributions. 


Sander's  son  DAVID,  born  ca  1690,  paid  protection  taxes  from  1720  to 
1760,  Y/hen  he  was  exempted.  He  appears  in  the  tax  list  as  David  Sander, 
and  a list  of  1773  notes  that  he  had  died.  He  is  mentioned  several  times 
in  Vernheim  council  documents : 

1726:  Case  Johann  Jakob  Spillman  from  Huettenthal  (oddnwald) 

against  Schutz jud  David  von  Ferne  (Viernheim):  object, 

an  ox. 


1730: 


1742 : 


1748: 


A salt  list  (salt  vras  then  rationed)  and  persons  8 years 
and  older  only,  received  it:  (12  lbs  per  year)  mentions: 

Jud  David  with  8 persons 
Jud  Hirsch  \;ith  4 persons 

Jud  Abraham  Yrith  4 persons;  the  two  latter  ones  were 
members  of  the  Sternheimer  family. 

Estate  Darner:  Debts  owing  to  David  Schutzjud:  4 fl.  and  12 

kreutzer.  To  Abraham  Schutzjudt:  2 Yragon  spokes  and  nave. 

Adam  Karchpr  claims  that:  about  eight  days  ago,  David's 

v/atchdog  bttoke  into  his  sheep  barn  during  the  night  and 
killed  two  sheep,  for  Y/hich  damage  he  demands  7 fl. 


David  Sander  lived,  according  to  entrances  in  Viernheim  records  (starting 
in  1755)  on  the  property  Y/hich  is  today  Rathaus strasse  30-32  in  the  center 
of  the  toY/n  opposite  the  neYf  Catholic  Church  apothecary:  There  must  have 

V been  two  houses  on  it,  as  later  entrances  show  that  his  sons  Moses  David, 
Nathan  D.,  Amshel  D.,  and  Kaphel  (jalcob)  D.,  were  OYmers  and  lived  there. 

The  son  of  David,  Moyses  David,  born  ca.  1720  appears  since  1750  in 
the  Schutz  tax  rolls  and  according  to  the .Hemsbach  grave  register  he  died 
on  March  10,  l800. 

His  son  Nathan  Moyses  born  ca.  I76O,  became  a Viernheim  Schutzbuerger 
on  August  8,  1788.  He  is  mentioned  in  a Viernheim  Jewish  Court  case  in 
1795. 

Nathan  Moyses  had  a son  named  David  Nathan  and  tY/o  daughters,  Roitz  and 
Hanchen.  They  lived  in  house  No.  23  since  at  least  l800.  This  Yras  the 
property  Y/ith  two  homes,  called  street  of  the  Rich,  and  on  \rhich  stands  the 
former  inn  "The  Rose."  The  large  garden  at  the  back  has  a view  towards  the 
beautiful  slopes  pf^the  Bergstrasse  to  the  east. 

After  giving  up  Mannheim  to  the  French  Republicans  on  October  20,  1795 
the  German  Imperial  troops  retreated  to  Viernheim  and  their  cannon  Y/ere 
entrenched  on  the  "Pfarrers-buckel,"  a sandy  hill  in  the  garden  of  the 
Catholic  rectory  and  near  Nathan  Moyses'  property.  A family  tradition 
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relates  that  Nathan’s  son  David  was  conscripted  in  1Ö11  to  take  part  in 
Napoleon's  invasion  of  Russia.  His  mother  was  running  through  the  streets 
winging  her  hands,  crying  and  lamenting:  My  Davele,  leave  me  my  Davelel 

He  was  the  first  to  be  drafted  in  a long  line  of  generations  which  had  been 
exempted  from  military  service.  They  finally  succeeded  in  hiring  a substi- 
tute. Viernheim  suffered  enormous  war  contributions  from  the  Napoleonic 
wars.  In  1Ö13  it  had  to  supply  agricultural  products  valued  at  49,166  fl. 
and  also  burdensome  billetings.  It  took  50  years  to  clear  these  war  debts. 

"When  the  name-giving  request  reached  the  Kaufmann  in  I808-O9,  they 
chose  Kaufmann  as  their  future  name.  It  has  its  origin  in  Jokob,  Kobes, 
and  Jakob  el  in  Rhenish  dialect  and  Koppell  and  Koppelmann  in  Jewish.  From 
this  developed  Kopmann  and  Kaufmann.  A brother  of  Moyses  David,  Kaphel 
David,  is  listed  in  the  tax  roll  from  1764  to  l8l0  as  a Viernheim  Schutzjude. 

He  got  the  honor  of  giving  his  first  name  to  the  family  as  the  future  family 
name,  because  he  was  probably  the  oldest  living  member.  He  is  also  mentioned 
as  a witness  in  the  above-mentioned  court  proceedings  in  1795  as  Kavult  David. 
One  of  the  earliest  entries  in  the  Viernheim  recorder’s  office  concerning 
Jews,  was  the  death  of  Nathan  Moyses,  on  August  21,  1826,  and  his  wife  died 
December  l4,  1828  (70  years  old). 

DAVID  (DAVELE)  KAUFMANN,  born  1787,  died  Purim  (on  March  22,  1867 ) . My 
Great-Grandfather  was  one  of  the  most  successful  cattle  dealers  of  the  district 
having  a larger  turnover  and  capital  than  his  competitors.  His'  six  sons 
doing  the  buying,  and  he  the  selling,  they  were  able  to  do  a large  business 
over  a rather  big  area.  He  had  a very  good  reputation,  and  must  have  been 
respected  n/1 1 over  the  district,  because  his  name  survived  over  to  my  time: 

When  as  a child,  I accompanied  ray  father  to  a village  near  Viernheim,  we 
were  greeted  by  the  children,  "Davele:  Davele!"  his  local  name,  David 
Kaufmann  invested  a large  part  of  his  capital  in  real  estate.  He  ocmed  the 
above-mentioned  property,  house  No.  23  in  1825,  till  1827 , when  he  acquired 
another  property,  Manheimerstrasse  9-11,  between  the  old  school-house  and 
the  Catholic  rectory.  He  and  his  wife  lived  there  till  his  death  in  1867. 

14y  Grandfaterh  Abraham  grew  up  in  this  house  and  his  younger  brothers  were 
born  in  it.  David's  youngest  son,  Salomon  Kaufmann,  inherited  it  and  his 
son,  Isak  Kaufmann,  lived  there  till  he  fled  the  Nazi  terror  in  1939*  I 
remember  its  very  low-ceiled  small  rooms.  I found  it  still  inhabited  in 
1965  when  I revisited  Viernheim  and  even  the  Mikweh  (the.  ritual  bath  house 
of  the  Jewish  community)  in  its  yard  had  survived,  though  the  gentile 
neighbors  didn't  know  what  it  was.  David  also  bought  agricultural  lands  and 
owned  thirty  fields.  He  probably  had  to  take  over  some  of  these  fields  from 
peasants  not  able  to  pay  their  debts  to  him.  Most  of  these  fields  remained 
in  our  family  until  the  Nazis  expropriated  them  from  the  last  Kaufmanns . I 
sold  those  inherited  by  my  father  when  I liquidated  our  Viernheim  property 
before  emigrating  to  Palestine  in  1925*  David  also  was  working  the  "Allemende" 
(communal  lands),  which  every  Viernheim  citizen  received.  He  was  however  not 
an  enthusiastic  farmer;  because  when  his  wife  suggested  a better  supervision 
of  his  farm  workers,  he  answered:  "Es  waechst  doch,"  meaning:  "it  will  grow 
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anyhow."  He  gave  a house  and  fields  to  every  son  as  a dowry.  His  wife 
FANNY  (FRATJE),  born  1788,  died  l872,.was  the  daughter  of  Abraham  Moses, 
whose  family  took  on  the  name  of  St ernheimer  after  I809.  She  was  related 
to  the  Kaufmanns,  as  her  great-grandfather  Hirsch  Joseph  was  the  son-in- 
law  of  Jud  Sander,  as  mentioned  in  a tax  list  of  1710.  David  and  Fanny 
had  ten  children,  of  idiom  six  sons  lived  in  Viernheim  and  two  daughters 
were  married  elsevjhere.  David  was  short  of  stature,  a lit  ole  stout,  and 
bent  forward.  He  had  black  hair,  blue-grey  eyes,  and  dark  skin.  He  was 
very  religious  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  modern  Jewish  Viernheim 
congregation  in  1826.  He  was  healthy  and  died  nearly  eignty  years  old. 

Fanny  grew  up  on  the  large  estate  supervised  by  her  father  and  was  thereby 
very  efficient  and,  as  her  grand- son  Mayer  Kaufmann  told  me,  very  thrifty: 

- When  her  grand- children  visited  her,  they  never  were  allowed  into  the  always 
locked  fruit  garden,  but  each  one  got  half  a cull  apple  or  pear.  Fanny  was 
intelligent,  tall,  slim,  and  of  fair  complexion.  She  died  at  84,  in  the 
house  of  my  grandfather  Abraham,  with  whom  she  had  lived  in  her  later  years. 
David  was  Schutzjude  till  August  6,  1853,  when  he  acquired  his  municipal 
citizenship.  Fanny  had  received  a dowry  of  300  fl.  of  which  100  had  to  be 
used  for  repairing  their  future  home. 

In  1822  and  1830,  serious  riots  by  some  Viernheim  inhabitants  against 
Jews  took  place.  The  rioters  entered  Jewish  houses,  destroyed  furniture, 
and  opened  the  feather  beds  into  the  streets.  The  Sternhdpmer  house  was 
one  affected.  Davele's  neighbor,  the  Catholic  priest,  offered  refuge  and 
protection  for  him  and  his  family;  but  they  were  left  in  peace.  My  father 
told  me  that  they  had  buried  their  valuables  under  the  dog  house.  A company 
of  soldiers  had  to  be  called  in  to  quell  the  riots,  and  the  ringleaders, 
amongst  whom  were  the  sons  of  some  of  the  best  families,  were  sentenced  to 
several  years  in  jail.  The  cause  of  these  riots  was  the  desperate  economic 
condition  of  the  peasants.  They  were  impoverished  by  the  enormous  war  con- 
tributions. l8l6  and  1817  were  bad  years  because  of  poor  harvests.  Most  of 
Viernheim* s peasants  had  always  suffered  from  too  small  an  acreage,  and  many 
had  taken  advantage  of  the  opportunity  of  buying  additional  fields  in  l800, 
when  the  village  had  to  sell  large  tracts  of  communal  land  to  pay  war  debts. 
So,  as  a chronicle  says:  "Our  peasants  came  into  possession  of  more  land, 

but  they  also  became  debtors  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  usurers."  But  as 
usual  the  few  Jewish  families  became  the  scapegoat. 

My  grandfather  ABRAHAM  KAUFMANN , born  l8l9,  died  1896,  successful  cattle 
dealer,  but  his  turnover  was  smaller  than  his  father's  as  he  had  to  compete 
with  his  many  well-established  brothers.  However,  even  in  his  time  the 
Kaufmanns  had  the  monopoly  of  the  cattle  trade  in  Viernheim  and  vicinity. 

He  was  also  engaged  in  agriculture;  the  chief  workers  of  the  land  were  his 
con  Nathan,  my  father,  and  his  daughter  Dina. Abraham  was  short  of  stature, 
slim,  had  very  thick  black  hair  till  his  death,  brown  eyes,  dark  skin,  was 
strong-boned,  and  habitually  bent  forward.  He  was  healthy,  very  enduring, 
hot-headed,  and  energetic.  When  in  an  extremely  hard  winter,  cattle  while 
being  driven  sunk  into  the  deep  snowdrifts,  he  ordered;  "Business  has  to 
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go  on  as  usual."  He,  as  a young  man,  was  still  a Schutsjude.  He  died  at 
77  years  of  age.  On  December  6,  1843,  he  married  at  25,  SARAH  (SARELE  or 
SORLE)  Wolf,  born  1820  and  died  1879.  Slie  came  from  another  old  Kurpfalz 
Schutsjuden  family.  She  vas  very  religious  and  vore  a Scheitel  (a  wig  vorn 
by  tx'aditional  Jewesses).  She  vas  very  good-hearted,  and  beloved  by  every- 
one. She  vas  59  when  she  died.  They  had  8 children,  6 sons  and  2 daughters, 
and  they  lived  in  h house  facing  the  market  square.  This  house  vas  tom 
down  and  a new  one  built  on  the  same  property  by  my  grandparents  in  1870. 

My  father  later  inherited  this  house,  I vas  born  in  it  in  1901*  ancL  it  vas 
in  our  possession  till  1925  when  my  mother  left  Viernheim.  It  vas  registered 
as  Rathaus strasse  67. 

1846  and  1847  were  again  bad  harvest  and  hungry  years  for  Viernheim. 

The  1848  revolution  brought  billeting  of  troops  and  some  fighting  in  the 
voods  nearby.  Mayor  Minnig,  though  a democratic  representative  in  the 
Hessian  legislature,  vas  anti- Jewish  and  for  three  years  waged  a private 
war  against  the  new  lavs  passed  in  August  1848  giving  Jews  the  right  to 
become  state  and  municipal  citizens.  He  finally  had  to  give  in  and  accept 
12  Viernheim  Jews  as  citizens  of  the  community,  including  all  male  adult 
members  of  our  family.  The  hungry  years  and  recession  caused  by  the  1848- 
50  revolutionary  events  brought  a period  of  desperate  economic  conditions 
for  Viernheim1  s population.  It  had  doubled  from  1,800  in  l8l8  to  3,70°  in 
I85O.  Agriculture  being  the  only  basis  and  acreage  limited,  means  of 
making  a living  --ere  extremely  few.  On  June  8,  1852,  ninety-six  families 
(458  men,  women  and  children)  left  their  homes  to  look  for  opportunities  in 
the  United  States.  One  of  them  voiced  their  mood:  "What  good  is  a Father- 

land  and  home  if  we  starve?"  These  times  continued  until  the  4 billion 
marks  war  compensation  which  the  French  had  to  pay  to  Germany  after  they 
lost  the  1871  war,  gave  a fillip  to  her  industrial  and  economic  progress. 

A report  of  these  times  says:  "Even  in  the  l870's,  not  all  signs  of  the 

sad  times  had  disappeared  from  the  village.  There  still  were  many  dilapi- 
dated houses  with  paper-covered  windows."  The  l880's  brought  low  tobacco 
prices  for  the  peasants  and  1893  a drought,  with  great  livestock  losses 
for  lack  of  feed. 

These  poor  economic  conditions,  coupled  with  the  slow  progress  in 
enforcing  the  political  and  social  equality  laws  of  1862  for  Jews , were  the 
causes  for  the  emigration  of  my  father's  brothers  and  cousins  to  the  bhited 
States  in  the  l860's  and  l870's:  Four  brothers,  Jacob,  He,  Morris,  and 

Henry,  nl  1 l6-year  old  youths,  and  one  sister,  settled  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  then  a small  city  in  an  agricultural  area.  Jacob  Kaufmann, 
who  arrived  first',  started  as  a peddler  amongst  the  Pennsylvania  farmers 
and  in  1871  founded  a sma.ll  men's  furnishings  store  in  which  his  brothers 
joined  him.  This  developed  into  Pittsburgh's  largest  department  store.  It 
is  still  in  existence  today,  under  the  Kaufmann  name,  though  merged  in  1946 
with  the  May  Department  Stores  Company,  of  which  it  is  the  store  with  the 
largest  turnover. 


Uncle  Henry,  the  youngest  of  the  founders,  was  horn  in  i860  and  died  in 
1955  nearly  95  years  old.  This  longevity  is  a characteristic  of  the 
Kaufmann  ancestors:  Of  7 direct  forefathers,  three  reached  the  age  of  80, 

one  77,  one  75,  one  7^-»  and  one  65.  This  in  an  age  of  frequent  wars, 
epidemics,  and  without  modern  medical  science.  But  they  all  lived  a healthy 
outdoor  life  with  plenty  of  hard  physical  work,  and  they  kept  the  Jewish 
laws  of  moderation4.  Uncle  Henry  not  being  well. in  his  youth  retired  early 
from  business  and  travelled  a great  deal,  visiting  Europe  and  my  parents 
every  year  before  World  War  I.  He  took  a great  interest  in  my  upbringing 
and  education.  He  brought  me  to  America  in  1922,  assisting  me  in  my 
agricultural  studi.es  in  California.  He  was  disappointed  that  I left  in 
1925  for  Palestine,  as  he  had  planned  to  establish  me  in  farming  in 
California,  but  was  opposed  to  my  settling  in  Palestine,  then  a run-down 
and  poor  country.  But  nevertheless  he  financed  my  farming  enterprises  in 
Palestine,  visited  me  there  three  times  in  the  1950' s and. enjoyed  beautiful 
springs  with  the  citrus  bloom  blossom  in  my  groves,  and  finally  approved  of 
Palestine  when  it  became  a haven  for  the  Nazi  refugees.  Today  the  Tel-Alon 
groves  stand  as  one  of  his  many  memorials  to  his  generosity.  Uncle.  Henry 
was  a great  philanthropist,  establishing  one  of  the  first  Settlement  Houses 
in  America,  to  care  for  poor  imigrant  children:  The  Irene  Kaufmann  Settlement 

in  Pittsburgh  in  1908  as  a memorial  to  his  only  daughter.  Besides  he  gave 
many  scholarships  and  established  camp  grounds,  hospital  wings,  auditoriums 
which  carry  his  and  his  wife  Teresa's  name  as  memorials  to  his  philanthropies. 
The  Henry  Kaufmann  Foundation  is  continuing  this  work. 

Of  the  second  generation,  Edgo.r  J.  Kaufman,  son  of  Morris,  was  controlling 
and  president  of  the  Kaufmann  Department  Store,  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  He  was  a great  builder  and  a patron  of  the  arts,  introducing  them  even 
into  the  repeated  remodeling  jobs  and  additions  to  the  store.  He  had 
Frank  Lloyd  Wright  build  for  him  one  of  that  architect's  most  admired  homes: 
Falling  Water,  at  Bear  Run,  Pa.  In  1963  Edgar  Kaufmann,  Jr.,  his  son, 
donated  this  house  to  the  West  Pennsylvania  Conservancy  for  preservation.  . 
Edgar  J.  Kaufmann  played  a leading  role  as  one  of  the  instigators  and 
directors  of  Pittsburgh's  Urban  Redevelopment  Project.  His  best  known 
donation  is  a grant  of  lg  million  dollars,  which  made  the  building  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Civic  Auditorium  possible.  He  left  the  large  part  of  his  estate 
to  the  Edgar  Kaufmann  Foundation  at  his  death  in  1955- 

More  than  a dozen  of  my  Uncles'  German  cousins  followed  them  to  America, 
and  partly  .became  their  partners  or  employees.  Four  of  them  founded  the 
Kaufraann-Baer  Department  Store  in  Pittsburgh,  which  later  became  Gimbels. 

Some  of  these  cousins'  descendants  were  holding  executive  positions  in 
department  stores  in  the  East  (Gimbels  and  Saks  Fifth  Avenue). 

The  gross  of  Viernheim' s population  up  to  1900  when  it  counted  6,800 
inhabitants  were  peasants  and  agricultural  workers.  This  changed  rapidly 
afterwards,  and  at  the  beginning  of  World  War  I (191*+ ) it  had  10,000 
inhabitants  and  a large  part  of  them  were  wage  earners  in  the  industries  and 
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related  trades  of  the  nearby  cities.  Most  vere  poor  revenue  payers  and  the 
municipal  authorities  vere  always  short  of  funds  and  heavily  in  debt.  .These 
vere  the  reasons  for  the  slow  introduction  of  modern  facilities,  in  spite  of 
the  size  of  the  village.  The  first  postal  agency  was  opened  in  1062,  tele- 
graph in  1874.  1087  brought  the  first  railway  connection  to  Mannheim  and 

Weinheim,  after  the  local  council  had  refused  the  offer  to  have  the  main 
line  Heidelberg- Fx^nicfort  go  through  their  fields  in  1840.  Up  till  then 
ni 1 travelling  was  by  horse-drawn  vehicles  and  on  foot.  1900  brought  the 
first  telephones.  In  1907  gas  for  light  and  cooking  vas  supplied.  I spent 
my  childhood  evenings  under  the  yellow  light  of  kerosene  lamps.  1922  saw 
the  first  electricity  and  in  1927  only  Viernheim  had  its  first  water  supply 
by  pipes.  Up  till  then,  each  house  had  its  we  11  in  the  yard  and  water  was 
pumped  by  hand. 

My  Father,  NATHAN  KAUFMANN  III,  born  November  l4,  1345,  died  January  29, 
1920,  was  the  oldest  child.  While  the  younger  brothers  got  a better  and 
longer  education,  and  apprenticeships  in  the  nearby  cities,  he  had  to  give 
a hand  to  his  father  in  his  cattle  trade  and  farming.  At  his  time  the 
Viernheim  public  school  had  three  classes  only;  so  my  father's  education 
was  concluded  at  his  ninth  year  and  th^three  R's  were  about  all  he  learned. 

In  1866,  when  Hessen  took  part  on  the  Austrian  side  in  her  war  against 
Prussia,  my  father  was  conscripted,  but  put  up  a substitute.  My  father  was 
short,  slim,  but  heavily  boned,  never  weighing  more  than  120  pounds.  He 
was  very  healthy,  enduring  and  resistant  to  diseases.  I never  saw  him  sick 
in  bed,  except  during  his  last  illness  of  one  week;  before  he  died  in  his 
74th  year  by  a stroke.  He  had  pitch-black  hair  until  his  death,  and  grey- 
blue  eyes.  He  was  an  enormous  worker,  being  a cattle  dealer  and  farmer  all 
his  life.  He  married  very  late,  at  5i>  after  his  father's  death  in  IO96. 

My  mother,  JEANETTE  JOSEPH  from  Reichelsheim  in  Odenwald,  born  May  9,  1857 
died  August  l6  1933,  also  had  stayed  with  and  nursed  her  old  father  until 
his  death  in  1896.  She  was  a very  pious  and  good-hearted  woman  a real 
country  girl;  and  knew  all  the  work  connected  with  such  a life;  but  being 
bom  later  than  my  father  she  had  a better  school  education.  She  was,  very 
small,  had  dark  brown  hair  and  eyes,  and  red  cheeks  (a  characteristic  of  the 
Lehmann  family).  She  enjoyed  good  health  until  her  final  sickness  of  diabetes 
and  cancer.  She  was  76  tears  old  at  death.  My  parents  kept  all  Jewish 
religious  traditions,  as  all  our  ancestors  had  for  centuries.  No  work  was 
done  on  holidays  and  the  Sabbath,  they  regularly  visited  the  synagoges  and 
kept  the  Jewish  dietary  laws. 

World  War  I (1914-1918)  was  the  great  event  at  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
with  loss  of  lifö'  *lso  in  the  Kaufmann  family.  Two  sons  of  cousins  of  my 
father  fell  on  the  battlefield  and  one  of  his  cousins  (a  member  of  the  Wolf 
family)  was  shot  through  the  head  by  a 17  year  old  franc-tireur  girl  while 
marching  through  a Belgian  village.  The  great  food  shortage  of  the  civil 
population  was  spared  us,  thanks  to  the  hard  work  of  my  father  who  after 
he  had  retired  before  the  war  and  had  leased  his  fields,  took  up  farming 
again  in  his  70' s to  make  us  self-sufficient.  The  great  inflation  of  the 
1920's  devoured  all  my  parents'  savings. 
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The  house  of  my  parents  had  two  stories  and  was  constructed  of  red 
Neckar  Sandstone.  It  had  large  well-lighted  rooms.  A large  yard  was 
surrounded  by  a stable,  a barn  for  hay  and  grain  and  the  drying  of 
tobacco,  and  other  storage  buildings  all  of  stone.  The  barn  was  also 
the  headquarters,  down  to  my  time,  for  Jewish  beggars  who  were  allowed 
to  spend  the  night,  there  and  got  free  bread  and  milk.  There  was  a garden 
for  vegetables  and*  flowers  and  in  back  of  the  farm  building  was  a field 
used  for  potatoes,  fodder  and  sometimes  for  grain  and  tobacco.  We  had  a 
built-  in  baking  oven,  where  big  6-pound  heavy  loaves  of  black  tasty  rye 
bread  were  baked.  A vaulted  underground  cellar  served  for  the  storage  of 
potatoes,  stock  beets,  green  beans  in  brine,  sauerkraut,  pickles  and  wine . 
The  attic  was  a store  room  for  discarded  implements,  utensrls  and  all 
kinds  of  interesting  survivals  of  old  times:  Hebrew  books  which  accord- 

ing to  Jewish  tradition  must  not  be  destroyed.  Amongst  them  I found  old 
prayer  and  Hebrew  composition  books  of  my  father  and  his  brothers,  Bibles 
in  Hebrew  and  Yiddish,  a volume  of  Hebrew  poems  by  Jeluda'.i  Ha  Levi,  a 
Jewish  history  by  Flavius  Josephus  in  Yiddish.  But  my  most  valuable  find 
was  a large  volume  bound  in  leather,  part  of  the  Hebrew  Eible  published  in 
Amsterdam  in  1676.  My  Mother  had  brought  this  book  with  her  to  Viernheim 
and  it  originally  had  belonged  to  her  and  her  ancestor  Rabbi  Isak  Maier. 

I found  in  the  attic  also  hollow  leather  belts  which  served  in  the  past 
when  the  only  money  was  in  coins,  Grandfather  Abraham's  nameplate  of  his 
traveling  wagon,  parts  of  old  plows,  forks , threshing  flails,  yokes  for 
cows  and  oxen  which  once  were  used  as  agricultural  draft  animals,  walking 
sticks  worn  short  by  many  miles  of  cross-country  business  trips,  coarse 
dark  blue  linen  cloaks  cattlemen  used  to  wear  and  felt-lined  boots  for 
cold  winter  weather.  The  house  bore  many  signs  of  Jewish  tradition.  There 
was  a room  in  its  attic  called  the  Sukkah  because  of  its  use  on  the  Feast 
of  Tabernavles  when  the  tiles  of  the  rrof  would  be  removed  to  show  the  sky 
as  prescribed  by  Jewish  law.  All  doorposts  had  Messuthes  and  on  the  east 
wall  of  the  living  room  hung  a Mizrach  to  indicate  the  direction  to  turn 
for  prayers . Ours  was  a present  by  the  Jewish  teacher  to  my  grandparents 
celebration  of  the  inaugration  of  their  new  house  in  1870.  A masonary  well 
(though  dried  up)  complete  with  a cross  and  wooden  bucket  was  not  allowed 
to  be  filled  in  and  grape  vines  and  fruit  trees  too  old  and  weak  to  bear 
and  even  ornamental  shrubs  had  survived  until  my  time,  because  they  were 
protected  by  the  old  Israelitic  laws  of  the  desert. 

My  mother  lived  in  Viernheim  until  October  1925,  when  I emigrated  to 
Palestine  and  she  returned  to  Reichelsheim  where  she  died  in  August  1933 > 
already  under  Nazi  rule. 

Viernheims  Jewish  population  had  increased  from  two  to  three  families 
aroimd  1700  to  a record  of  145  souls  in  1900  and  decreased  to  69  in  1933  by 
gradually  losing  its  youth  to  the  cities.  Most  of  these  69  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  other  countries  to  flee  the  Nazi  terror,  having  all  their 
property  confiscated  by  the  German  government.  On  November  10,  1938,  one  of 
the  Blackest  days  of  modem  German  Jewry,  Viernheim' s paid  its  full  share: 
The  Synagoge,  the  100th  anniversary  of  which  had  been  celebrated  in  1928, 
was  burned  down.  Jewish  homes  and  shops  were  demolished  and  pilfered.  All 
ma3.es  were  transported  on  trucks  like  cattle  to  Concentration  camps  by  the 
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Gestapo.  Two  of  my  father's  cousins,  Mayer  Kaufmann  (then  80)  and 
Tsak  Kaufman  (72)  were  amongst  them.  Their  American  relatives  succeeded 
in  having  them  released  and  they  could  save  their  own  and  their  wives  lives 
by  going  to  England,  leaving  behind  all  their  property.  They  survivea  the 
bombings  and  hardships  of  wartime  England  and  finally  in  1947  thf relatives 
got  visas  for  them  to  come  to  the  United  States,  Mayer  dying  on  the  voyage. 
Shortly  after  the  end  of  the  war,  the  first  reports  of  the  final  tragedy- 
reached  me  in  Palestine.  The  last  remaining  three  Jewish  families  in  Viernheim 
were  as  if  by  fate/  aJ  1 descendants  of  our  ancestors.  They  were:  Friedrich. 
Kaufman,  about  50  (a  wholesale  oil  merchant),  son  of  one  of  my  fathers  cousins, 
his  old  mother,  wife  and  two  boys.  Ferdinand  Mayer,  over  70  (a  butcher)  and 
his  wife.  His  grandmother  was  a sister  of  David  Kaufman.  Hugo  Sternheimer, 
about  45  (owner  of  a hardware  store)  with  his  old  mother.  In  1932  when  I 
visited  my  mother  in  Viernheim,  the  Nazi  poison  had  already  deeply  penetrated 
the  German  people.  I then  expressed  to  Friedrich  Kaufman  my  fear  for  the 
future  of  German  Jewry.  But  he  had  proudly  declared.  "Germany  is  after  all  the 
khlturJ^tion . " As  a former  neighbor  reported  to  me  in  1946,  he  would  not 
leave  his  old  mother  and  give  up  working  the  fields  of  his  fathers,  after 
the  Nazis  had  expropriated  his  business,  to  flee  the  Nazi  terror.  The  two 
others,  when  urged  to  save  their  lives,  said,  "We  are  not  going  to  leave 
Viernheim,  even  if  they  are  going  to  put  us  on  show  in  a glass  box  in  front 
of  the  town  hall."  They  all  were  too  attached  to  Viernheim,  their  home  and 
the  home  of  their  ancestors,  to  leave.  But  they  all  paid  dearly  for  their 
faith  in  the  German  people.  They  and  their  dependents  were  finally  deported 
in  1942  by  the  Gestapo  to  concentration  camps  in  Eastern  Europe,  where  they 
died  as  martyrs  like  their  ancestors  during  the Crusades  and  the'  Black  Death; 

\ this  time,  however,  in  modern  gas  chambers.  The  same  fate  befell  the  family 
^ of  Friedrich  Kaufmann' s sister  Erna  and  her  husband,  an  old  cousin  of  my 

father,  Rosa  Holzmann,  none  of  whom  lived  in  Viernheim.  All  that  remains  of 
the  endeavors  of  generations  in  the  place  they  called  home  for  nearly  300  Years 
are  some  of  their  old  houses,  and  graves.  And  even  the  latter  were  not  left  in 
peace:  the  tombstones  were  desecrated  by  the  Nazis,  and  again  in  May,  1950. 

In  October,  1952  only  were  the  chief  instigators  of  the  Viernheim  synagogue 
ft-nd  pilfering  — excesses  sentenced  to  short  terms  of  imprisonment  by  a Hessian 
court.  Most  of  these  sentences  were  suspended,  taking  into  account  the  former 
detainment  of  the  accused  as  active  Nazis . Many  other  participants , including 
the  Nazi  mayor  and  chief  of  the  fire  department,  were  acquitted  of  their  non- 
interference at  the  riots . 

Even  more  typical  of  the  lack  of  guilt  and  conscience  of  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  German  people  for  the  crimes  on  Jews  by  the  Nazis,  are  the 
remarks  of  the  Rector  Hans  Mayr,  who  for  50  years  had  been  a teacher  and 
supervisor  of  Viei'rtheim  schools,  in  his  "Chronicle  of  the  City  of  Viernheim. 

(in  1949).  He  always  had  been  a liberal  Democrat  and  all  Viernheim  Jews  had. 
helped  to  vote  him  into  various  public  offices,  and  he  was  a fierce  anti-Nazi. 
He  says  that  "On  September  24,  1942,  Viernheim  was  judenrein  (free  of  Jews), 
by  compulsory  evacuation  of  the  remaining  ones — mostly  old  people . Where 
they  were  taken  to  remained  a secret  and  a riddle.  It  was  assumed  that  they 
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were  taken  to  Poland  where  they  perished  miserably."  This  great  Democrat 
seemed  to  think  that  calling  this  greatest  crime  of  modern  times  a riddle 
and  secret  could  help  to  bleach  the  spot  on  the  German  name. 


I revisited  Viernheim  in  1965  after  33  years.  I found  the  house  of  my 
parents  and  grandparents  still  standing,  though  with  a store  on  the  first 
floor,  occupying  our  former  living-room  and  front  bedroom.  Viernheim  was 
now  a city  of  over <30,000  inhabitants,  very  prosperous,  with  newly  developed 
industries,  and  other  improvements  including  modern  stores,  a beautiful 
swimming  pool  in  a park  and  mechanized  farming  in  its  surrounding  fields . 

Most  of  the  homes  of  the  former  Jewish  inhabitants  were  still  there.  I 
lived  there  for  a few  days  in  a new  inn  overlooking  the  former  house  and 
garden  of  my  great-grandparents  David  and  Fanny  Kaufmann.  On  the  plot  of 
the  former  synagogue  a beautiful  private  villa  was  standing.  But  not  one 
Jew  was  left,  and  I had  the  feeling,  when. I presented  myself  to  old  neighbors 
and  acquaintances,  that  it  gave  them  a kind  of  shock  and  the  impression  of  a 
ghost  of  the  past,  suddenly  to  see  a Jew  turning  up.  They  all  felt  obliged 
to  assure  me  that  they  didn't  have  anything  to  do  with  the  Nazi  murders  of 
the  Jews,  and  had  been  powerless  to  stop  them,  and  even  had  they  tried  to, 
they  also  would  have  ended  in  the  concentration  camps . One  even  claimed  that 
the  Jews  were  to  blame  for  the  Nazi  crimes,  because  their  bankers  smuggled 
out  of  the  country  a great  part  of  Germany's  capital  instead  of  investing  it 
in  the  country  to  ease  the  recession  and  unemployment  of  the  1930’s. 

I also  visited  the  Hemsbach  cemetery  which  I found  in  good  condition,  with 
asphalted  trails  and  the  tombstones  in  order.  My  father's  stone  was  unchanged. 

\ The  state  of  Baden  is  resj^onsible  for  its  upkeep  and  the  local  caretaker,  a 
gentile,  must  put  in  a lot  of  devotion.  I was  deeply  moved  that  a stranger 
had  to  do  this  work  and  no  Jew  was  left  to  care  for  this  300  year  old  monument 
of  Jewish  life. 


T' 


TIE  STERNHEBER  FAMILY  IN  VIERNHEIM 


Another  of  the  oldest  Viernheim  Jewish  families  were  the  Sternheimers , 
as  they  called  themselves  after  1809.  At  that  time,  when  the  lav;  to  adopt 
family  names  was  enacted,  some  states  did  not  permit  the  use  of  village  and 
town  names  as  a basis.  Some  families,  however,  wishing  to  commerorate  their 
origin,  made  slight  changes.  So  instead  of  Vieraheimer  (from  Viernheim), 
they  substituted  ^ternheimer.  The  oldest  known  ancestor  was  JOSEPH,  born 
ca.  l640.  His  son  H IRSCH  JOSEPH,  born  ca.  1670,  died  March  31,  1752,  was  as 
stated  above,  son-in-law  of  Sander  (of  the  Kaufmann  family),  and  paid 
Schutzgeld  till  1750.  He  was  also  listed  in  the  above-mentioned  salt  list 
of  1730,  with  a family  of  four.  A Viernheim  court  record  of  1740  says: 

Hirsch judt  claims  12  fl.  and  2 malter  rye  and  l|  rnalter  spelt  from  Sebastian 
Dieter.  Sebastian  Dieter  acknowledges  the  debt. 

Hirsch  Joseph's  son  ABRAHAM  HIRSCH,  born  ca.  1700,  died  1752  (the  same 
year  as  his  father),  paid  Schutzgeld  from  1730  till  his  death,  and  his  widow 
appears  in  the  tax  rolls  with  half  the  rate  in  1760  and  1770.  He  was  mentioned 
in  a 1742  Viernheim  document  and  his  widow  in  one  of  1759:  Jud  Abraham's  widow 
claims  from  Daniel  Hohenardel  for  a loan  34  fl.  and  32  kreutzer. 

MOSES  ABRAHAM,  the  son  of  Abraham  Hirsch,  bom  ca.  1750,  died  1804,  received 
his  Schutzbrief  on  March  30,  1778.  He  was  the  father  of  David  Kaufmann' s wife 
Fanny,  and  widely  known  as  Mosche  Verne  (Viernheim),  which  also  points  to  the 
selection  of  the  name  Sternheimer.  There  was  another  Mosche  Ferner  mentioned 
as  a butcher  in  Mannheim  records  of  1712.  Moses'  life  story  was  given  me  from 
Moses  Herz  from  Rochheim,  a cousin  of  my  father.  Moses  Abraham  had  lost  both 
his  parents  very  early  and  lived  with  his  stepmother.  They  were  poor  and 
when  he  was  13  she  gave  him  six  kreutzer  for  the  entire  week  as  capital  to 
peddle  in  the  Odenwald  Mountains  and  earn  a living  for  them  both.  A Viernheim 
gentile  farmer,  Blaess,  gave  him  credit  to  start  him  in  the  cattle  business, 
first  calves,  then  large  animals.  He  later  entered  the  tobacco  trade,  acting 
as  a buyer  for  a Mannheim  firm.  One  day,  after  returning  to  Viernheim,  he 
found  that  the  cashier  of  that  firm  had  by  mistake  given  foim  too  much  money 
by  a considerable  amount.  He  returned  this  money  the  next  day,  which  was 
observed  by  a priest  present.  The  priest  built  on  this  event  his  next 
Sunday's  sermon,  and  one  of  his  listeners,  Count  Moor,  gained  the  services  of 
"that  honest  Jew."  Moses  for  some  time  resided  at  Ruchheim  in  the  Rheinpfalz, 
supervising  and  later  farming  on  his  own  account,  the  large  "Schlossgut" 

(estate)  of  that  count.  In  1804,  while  crossing  the  Rhein  on  horseback  near 
Mannheim  on  a pontoon  bridge,  his  horse  caught  one  of  his  hoofs,  and  fell, 
breaking  both  their  necks.  He  died  on  the  spot  and  ms  buried  in  the  old 
Mannheim  Jewish  cemetery.  When  in  19&5,  I visited  the  new  Mannheim  Jewish 
cemetery,  to  look  for  the  grave  of  one  of  my  best  friends,  I saw  a low, 
grass-covered  mound  near  the  entrance,  surrounded  by  old  tombstones.  When  I 
asked  the  caretaker  where  these  came  from,  he  showed  me  a newer  one  among 
them  and  its  inscription  stated  that  in  193Ö  Mannheim  Jews  were  ordered  by  the 
Nazis  to  dig  up  the  bones  of  their  forefathers  buried  in  the  old  cemetery,  which 
was  in  use  from  l66l  to  1839 > located  in  what  is  now  Block  F-7»  The  bones  were 
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transferred  to  this  place  in  the  new  cemetery.  Amongst  them  was  my  great- 
great- Grandfather  Moses  Abraham,  and  my  mother's  forefathers,  the  Aberle 
and  Levi  forebearers.  The  Nazis  could  net  stand  to  have  these  old  graves 
in  their  midst  and  transformed  the  land  into  a children's  playground,  and 
desecrated  this  hallowed  plot.  I visited  it  the  next  day.  Moses  Abraham 
had  also  been  the  head  of  the  Viernheim  Jewish  community , as  mentioned  in 
some  Viernheim  council  records  of  1795.  As  he  and  his  family  lived  at 
Ruchhein  while  the • Palatinate  was  occupied  by  Napoleon,  some  registrations 
in  French  of  his  children's  births  and  weddings  are  preserved,  containing 
the  Revolutionary  calendar  months.  After  his  death,  his  wife  BAESSLE 
returned  to  Viernheim  with  her  two  sons  and  daughter  Fanny  (my  great-grand- 
mother), and  she  died  there  January  l6,  1831,  and  was  buried  in  Homsbach. 
The  house  of  the  old  Sternheimers  was  situated  opposite  the  school  in  the 
Schul-Strasse  9,  and  was  in  the  family's  possession  until  1936,  when  the 
Nazis  dispossessed  it.  Two  sons  of  Moses  Abraham  successfully  traded  in 
cattle,  also  in  tobacco,  anc.  successors  laid  the  foundation  of  cigar 
factories  in  Viernheim  and  Mannheim  which  existed  until  the  Nazi  expropri- 
ation. 
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THE  WOLF  AND  REGENSBURGER  FAMILIES 


My  grandmother  Sara  Wolf  was  born  in  Rohrbach,  a little  village  near 
beautiful  Heidelberg,  the  latter  the  capital  and  residence  of  the  Elector 
of  Kurpfalz.  She  came  from  an  old  Kurpfalz  Jewish  family.  The  oldest 
known  ancestor's  name  was  MAYER  ha  ROHEN,  bom  ca.  l6l0.  Kohen  means  that 
he  was  a decendant  of  Aaron  and  the  priest  caste.  His  son  MOYSES  MAYER, 
bom  ca.  1640,  was<  one  of  the  first  Jews  who  got  permission  to  settle  in 
the  Kurpfals*  in  Kohrbach,  after  the  Thirty  Years'  War.  When  the  French 
carried  out  Louis  XIV' s order  to  burn  the  Palatinate  in  1688-9,  Rohrbach 
was  set  on  fire  in  January,  1689,  and  its  inhabitants  were  mistreated  by 
the  French  cavalry.  Moyses  Mayer  fled  with  his  wife  and  seven  children 
and  hired  hand  to  seek  refuge  in  the  heavily  fortified  capital  of 
Heidelberg,  where  they  lived  during  the  siege  and  conflagration  at  Citizen 
Baarmanu's  house  in  the  Apothekergasse . His  son  WOLF  M0Y3ES  was  born  ca. 
1670,  died  1753*  A Kurpfalz  Jewry's  list  of  1753  notes  that  he  had  his 
Schutzright  for  more  than  50  years.  He  is  listed  in  1722  as  collector  of 
Jewish  taxes  in  the  Heidelberg  district.  When  Elector  Karl  Theodor  began 
his  rule  the  Jewry  of  the  Palatanate  had  to  pay  a high  contribution  for 
the  renewal  and  acknowledgment  of  their  Schutzrights . Wolf  Moyses'  part 
was  150  fl.  His  son  JOEL  WOLF,  born  ca.  1710,  died  ca.  1765,  got  his 
Schutzright  in  174-5.  His  son  WOLF  JOEL,  who  was  bom  August  l4,  1753, 
died  ca.  l8l0.  He  is  listed  in  1774,  as  one  of  the  ten  sons  of  Schutz judon, 
who  were  annually  recommended  by  the  Jewish  state  councillors  as  eligible 
for  the  Schutzright.  At  the  same  time  he  married.  His  wife's  name  was 
RHEA_  According  to  the  Jewry's  list  of  l801,  Wolf  Joel  was  trading  in  grain, 
wine,  and  feeds.  His  household  had  ten  members.  At  the  time  of  name-giving 
in  1809,  he  made  his  first  name  into  the  family  name,  and  was  called  from 
then  on,  Joel  Wolf.  His  son  MOSES  WOLF,  born  April  6,  1783,  died  October 
28,  1851,  was  married  to  HANNETTE  (WENDEL)  REGENSBURGER,  born  May  12,  1735, 
died  March  12,  1838,  from  Eppingen  in  Baden.  They  were  the  parents  of  my 
grandmother  Sarah.  ITannette's  father  was  LEMLE  ISAK  REGENSBURGER.  He  was 
born  ca.  1740,  and  Schutzjude  since  1765-  His  father  ISAK  was  mentioned 
in  the  Jewry's  list  as  Schutzjude  since  1729«  He  had  to  pay  100  fl.  to  the 
1743  contribution.  Later  members  of  this  Regensburger  family  obtained 
early  prominence:  one,  Leopold  Regensburger,  from  Eppingen,  received  a 

medal  from  the  faculty  of  law  of  the  Heidelberg  University  in  1856,  and 
Dr  Moritz  Regensburger  was  nominated  a public  prosecutor  in  Heidelberg, -being 
rthe  first  Jewish  prosecutor  in  Germany,  in  1864.  A brother  of  my  grand- 
mother Sarah,  Joel  Wolf,  is  honorably  mentioned  in  the  1840' s as  successfully 
combining  two  trades,  namely  baker  (he  later  entered  the  manufacture  of 
Mazzoth)  and  agriculture,  producing  in  one  year  twenty- six  hundred- weights  of 
tobacco.  The  Bade», government  at  that  time  paid  great  attention  and  gave 
encouragement  to  the  endeavor  of  the  Jews  to  substitute  artisans'  trades  and 
farming  for  their  centuries-old  occupations  of  peddling,  pawning,  and  money 
lending.  Sarah  had  five  brothers  and  two  sisters.  All  of  the  brothers, 
except  the  baker,  were  cattle  dealers  and  merchants.  Rohrbach  Jews  were 
buried  from  l660  to  1762  in  the  district  cemetery  at  Wiesloch,  from  1702 
until  1876  probably  in  the  old  Jewish  cemetery  Vor  dem  Klingentor  in 
Heidelberg.  After  1876  a Jewish  section  in  the  Heidelberg  municipal 
cemetery  was  started.  On  our  1965  trip  to  Germany  we  spent  a day  in 
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Heidelberg  and  vicinity.  I also  visited  Rohrbach  for  the  first  time.  I 
found  it  a very  clean  small  town  with  a vineyard- covered  hill  overlooking 
it  in  the  background.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  still  remembered  the  Wolfs, 
but  none  of  their  descendants  was  left. 

/s/  ALFRED  KAUFMAN  ' 

* Santa  Rosa,  California 

June  8,  1967 
Iyar  29,  5727 

The  day  of  victorious  cease-fire 
of  the  Israeli-Arab  War 
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, , - 1856 

Copie  aus  XIII  /6 

IW  Sachen  gegen  Moses  Sternheimer , Lazarus  Lublin, 

Heiman  Gernsheimer  und  Isaak  Weissmann, von  Viernheim  wegen 
verbotenen  wiegens  auf  Privatwaagen 

An  Ge .Ortsgericht  Viernheim. 

Moses  Sternheimer  behaupted  ,er  habe  mit  seinem  Vater  Hirsch 
Sternheimer  in  Mannheim  ein  gemeinschaftliches  Tabacksgeschaeft . 
Sie  haben  nach  einzuziehenden  Erkundigungen  .ueber  die  Wahreit 
dieses  Vorbringens  .binnen  14  Tagen  , zu  berichten. 

Bericht . 

Wir  haben  ueber  die  Angabe  des  Moses  Sternheimer  dass  er  mit 
seinem  Vater  Hirsch  Sternheimer  in  Mannheim  ein  ein  gemeinschl. 
Tabacksgeschaeft  triebe  .Erkundigungen  eingezogen, welche  aber 
zu  keinem  bestimmten  Resultat  fuehrten. Moses  Sternheimer  ist 
zwar  fuer  sich  als  "Tabackhaendler  mit  Niederlage"patentisiert , 
uebrigens  glauben  wih tmit  Bestimmtheit  annehmen  zukoennen, dass 

jener  Taback  .den  . ihm  wiegen  in  Mannheim 

veladen  und  abgesendet  wurde , dasselbe  des  Letzteren  Eigenthum 

war  .dann .dass  diese  Beiden  

hat  hier  nöch  nichts  jVerlauted . Im  Gegenteile  haben  Moses  Sternh. 
und  dessen  Bruder  Heiman  Sternh., ein  Gern.  Tabackhandel  betrieben 

und  es  haben  dieselben  uns  bekannt , einen  bei  hoher 

Gerichtsstelle( ? ) haengigen  Rechtsstreit  mit  einander. 

i_.  1 

Dass  Moses  und  Hirsch  'Sternheimer  keinen  gemeinschaftlichen 
Handel  zusammen  treiben  .geht  wohl  daraus  hervor, dass  Hirsch 
Sternheimer  ? .J.  bei  Nick.(?)  Stumph, Peter  Hook(?)II  und 
II  Taback  .wofuer  Moses  Sternheimer  den 


^auf^reis  ausbezahlte , sich  aber  von  den  genannten  Verkaebfern 

-Maire  lgc\Ld(  ? ) bezahlen  liess.und  zwar 

von  Nick  Stumpf l/- 


" R .Hook  1 "30 



" J W TT  1 

welches  diese  wohl  bezeugen  werden 


Mannheim  12.Febr.  '56. 


npiiiiK 

von  dem  ochu  tz  Juden  Javid  .'..ayer  zu  /iernheim  die  Anzeige 
geschehen  ist  dass  in  der  Nacht  von  13ten  auf  l4ten  bey  ihm 
und  den  Schutzjuden  Saly  Sternheimer , Hirsch  Sternheimer  und 
Sander  Gerensheimer  durch  Fenstereinschlagen  werfen  mit 
steinen  auf  die  Daecher , u,instossen  von  Gefachen  grosser 

getrieoen  worden  ist, so  wird  der  Ghzgl  .Schulteiss  Blaess 
hiermit  auj^regeben  die  dortige  Gemeinde  sogleich  auf  dem 
Rathause  zuversammeln  und  denselben  bekannt  zumachen  dass 
jeder  welcher  die  dortigen  Viernheimer  Schutzjuden  im 
Geringsten  in  seinen  Wohnungen  oder  auf  den  Strassen  molaested 
sehr  nachdruecklich  bestraft  werden  wird. So  wie  die  Nacht 
einbricht  hat  der  Ghzgl . Schulteiss  Blaess  12  Voellig  verlaessige 
ifeenner  auf  die  Strassen  zubeordnen  und  denselben  anzubefehlen 
dass  sie  die  Strassen  genau  durchpatrouillen  und  jeden  welcher 
sich  -xesse  gegen  die  Juden  erlaubt  arretieren  sollen, wovon 
man  sogleich  Bericht  erwarted.Die  geschehene  Bekanntmachung 
ist  binnen  3 Tagen  einzuberichten. 

Heppenheim  den  löten  Febr.1822. 

Ghzogl . Gruesse : Land-Rath 
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